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QUESTION: One last question, Mr. President. 
haven't mentioned Henry Kissinger here and that has 
distinguished this meeting. (Laughter) 

We\ -t "\ 
' 

How comfortable are you with our relations abroad? 
I know we are at peace and all that. What are our prospects 
in the Middle East? 

THE PRESIDENT: I think we have had some good news 
lately. The Syrians have agreed to extend UNDOF without 
any conditions. Despite a news story in a prominent news
paper yesterday morning, the Israeli Government was not 
unhappy with the way Bill Scranton handled the settlement 
issue there. I don't know how that newspaper got off on the 
wrong foot but Ambassador Herzog of Israel straightened 
out the record. 

..... __ ,,.,..,,. 

So I think we are slowly but surely making progress. 
The Sinai Agreement has gone excellently. A real problem -
and this is a tragedy -- is Lebanon. It is the most mixed 
up situation I have ever seen. You have elements that ought 

f to be together on opposite sides -- Christians and the Syrians 
working together, the radical Palestinians working with the 
Egyptians,. you have Israel trying to protect its interests 
as best it can. There are lots of people who think that if 
the Syrians went in there and restored order, that would be 
the best answer. That is what some people say. But the 
minute Syria goes in, then Israel is going to go in. 
Then you have a battle between Syria on the one hand and 
Israel on the other. 

Those are just about half of the contraditions that 
are going on there. 

QUESTION: It sounds like New Jersey Democratic 
politics.· (Laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT: Then you get Jumblatt's sister 
assassinated yesterday. It just makes no sense, absolutely. 
You· have Franchi, who has agreed to resign as President and he 
won't turn over the papers until -- and they have picked a 
new President but they car't negotiate that transfer of power. 
You know, it is just unbelievable. 

THE PRESS: President, thank you very much • 

. 
' 

END (AT 3:09 P.M. EDT) 
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Attached is a copy of the portion of the transcript from the interview 
of the President by Newhouse Newspapers that deals with the use 
of the FBI to investigate a prospective Democratic Vice Presidential 
nominee at the request of the Presidential nominee. The President· 
did not :refer to the E;:;.gleton n:iatter, although the reporter asking 
the question did elude to the experience of the Democrats in 1972. 
In addition, the !=>resident stated he was only thinking out loud 
and Ron Nessen conditioned the response by adding that as long 
as to do so was not a violation of law. 

The FBI's authority to conduct personnel investigations stems from.. 
regulations promulgated by- the Attorney General {28 CFR,. Subpart P. }. 
These regulations provide that, subject to the general supervision. 
of the Attorney General and under the direction of the Deputy Attorney 
General, the Director of the FBI shall "conduct personnel investiga
tions requisite to the work of the Department of Justice and whenever 
required by statute or otherwise. 11 Initial reaction from the Deputy 
Attorney General1s office is that such investigations could be con
ducted, but that they might first require the approval of the Attorney 
General. They have asked OLC to examine this question further and 
to report back in the nex:t several days. 

. '. 

Regardless of the philosophical considerations that are involved,. 
there: are numerous practical problems that would have to be considered .. 
First, as the President pointed out, his own investigation required 
the use of soma 400 FBI agents and took 3-4 weeks to complete. 
Even if the major Democratic nominees were to select several Viee 
Presidential candidates who then consented to such an investigation,. 
it would be difficult for the FBI to conduct detailed investigations 
of more than several candidates in an equivalent amount of time. 



' . -., 
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_\<l~i.l:ionally, this could subje-:t the FB.: a~:: fbe :?re5~tfec.~ _, 

p llitical attacks concerning either the fail1..!re to dis:::o1,·e_- o.i: 
d1:..,,close possible derogatory iniormatio:i. er the le~:-d .-; oi 3 1-::: 
in'"orri.ati.on. iVerely utilizing the FBI :a!" a'.ast .'.'"1.t •. 'tte n.2.m<- ~"""".::· 

o~ a pros pee -~ve Vice Pre siden!:.tal nom'..'1.ee v;ould pro~>" bl:; , \:.~'> 

cursory to have any meaning. 

Should we receive additional inquiries in this regard, a suggested 
response should indicate thatthe President1 s comments '-Vere based 
on his own confirmation experiences and the FBI investigation that 
was then conducted. While the President does not object to the 
concept of such investigations with the written consent of the 
prospective nominee, there are numerous practical problems, 
such as the length of time necessary for an investigation, that 
must be considered. Justice has no objection to this response. 

.-
. . . . ......... 
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Question 

INVESTIGATION OF A PROSPEC rI:VE 
DE}.10CRA TIC VICE PRESIDENTLl\L NOML.~f!:Z 

Mr. President, you recently stated that you would make available 
the facilitie s of the FBI a t the request of the Democratic Presidential 
nominee to investigate a prospective Vice Presidential nominee prior 
to the decision. What is your position? 

Answer 

The idea of such an investigation was recently raised in a question 
by a reporter, at which time I stated that I saw no objection to 
1n investigation, as long as it was requested in writing by the 
Presidential nominee with the written concurrence of the prospect~ve 
Vice Presidential nominee. On the basis of my experience during 
the Vice Presidential confirmation process, I am not troubled by 
the thought of such an investigation. 

If the Democratic nominee requests the assistance of the FBI for 
this purpose, to the extent permitted by law, I would comply 
with that request. 

However, as I raised with the reporter, there are practical problems 
that must be considered, for example, the length of time an investiga
tion of this magnitude takes to complete. In my case, it took 
approximately 400 FBI agents 3-4 weeks to complete their work. 
Unless the current selection procedures are substantially modified, 
this could not be done. 

PWB/BNR 
6/2/76 
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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED S1'ArrJD8 

JUNE 10 (legislative day, JuNE 3), 1976 

Mr. BROCK introduced the following bill; which was read twice and refoned 
to the Committee on Rules and Administration 

A BILL 
To provide for an investigation of the cha111.wter and past activi

ties ·of potential Vice-Presidential nominees iby the Federal 

Bureau of lnV'estigation. 

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

2 tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 

3 That, for purposes of this Act, the term-

4 ( 1) "Presidential primary" means any election held 

5 for the expression of a pref erPnce by the voters of a 

6 State for the nomination of a candidate for election to 

7 the office of President; 

8 ( 2) "political party" means any political party 

9 whose eandida te for election to the office of President in 

10 the most recently conducted Presidential election re-

II 
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ceived more than 10 per centum of the total number of 

votes cast throughout the United States for all such 

candidates, treating votes cast for the election of Presi

dential and Vice-Presidential electors who are affiliated 

with a political party as votes cast for the Presidential 

candidate of thiait party; 

( 3) "national nominating convention" means a 

convention held by a political party for the purpose of 

nomi:rnating the oandidiate of that party for the office of 

President; and 

( 4) "Pre1sidential eandidate" mea;ns an individual 

who-

(A) is qualified under the Constitution to sierve 

as President if eleoted to that office; ·and 

( B) files with the Attorney General, not later 

than thirty days before the dwte on whioh the na

tional nominating convention of a political party is 

scheduled to hegin-

( i) a statement m writing personally 

signed by him sitating thwt he is a oandidaite 

for nomina·tion of th'at parrty for eleetion to the 

office of President, and 

(iii) a suhstantial number of 'S·tatements 

in writing eaoh of which is personally signed 

by a delegate entiitled to vote in such oonven-
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'tion for 1the selection of the candidate of that 

piarty for election fo the office ,of President stat

ing thait such delegate intends to vote for the 

nomination of th'a1t individual rus the candidate 

of that party for election to the office of Pr€si

dent when the convention is held. 

For purposes of clause (ii), an individrnal shall be 

considered to have furnished a substan1tial number of 

statements from delega1tes to the national nominat

ing convention of a political p·arty if he has furnished 

the greatest, next greatest, or third greatest number 

of statements from such delegiaites in comparison 

to the number of statements furnished by all other 

such individuals, or if he has furniished statements 

from 10 per cenltum of -such delegates. 

SEC. 2. (a) ( 1) vVhenever there is a vacancy in the 

17 office of the Vice President, the President may, in writing, 

18 request that the Attorney General investigate not more than 

19 ten individuals listed in such request by the President as po-

20 tential Vice-Presidential nominees. 

21 (2) A Presidential candidate may, in writing, i·equest 

22 the Attorney General to investigate not more than ten in-

23 dividuals listed in such request by the Presidential candidate 

24 as potential Vice-Presidential nominees. 

25, ( 3) The Attorney General, upon receiving a written re-
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1 quest from the President under paragraph ( 1) or from a 

2 Presidential candidate under paragraph ( 2) , shall direct the 

3 Federal Bureau of Investigation to conduct an investigation 

4 of the individuals listed in such request. The investigation 

5 shall he of the same nature, extent, and scope as an investi-

6 gation conducted hy the :Federal Bureau of Investigation in 

7 connection with the granting of a top secret security clear

s auce to any individual employed by the United States. 

9 (h) The Attorney General shall notify each individual 

10 who is the suhje-et of an investig·n ti on conducted under this 

11 Act when such i1westigation is completed and shall give ~mch 

12 individual an opportunity to review the evidence and infor-

13 mation obtained through snd1 investigation. No evidence or 

14 information obtained by an investigation condueted under 

15 subsection (a) shall be relea::;ed to any person without the 

16 written consent of the individual who is the subject of the 

17 investigation. 

18 ( c r If an individual investigated under subsection (a) 

19 consents in writing, as provided under subsection (b), to 

20 the disclosure of the evidence and information obtained in 

21 that investigation, the Attorney General shall permit inspec-

22 tion of such evidence and information by the President who 

23 requested the investigation and hy one other person desig-

24 nated by the President, or by the Presidential candidate who 

5 

1 requested the investigation and by one other person desig-

2 nated by such candidate, but only if such candidate has been 

3 nominated by the national nomiunting convention of the 

4 political party with which he is affiliated. Any such im;pcc-

5 tion shall be •caiTied out on premi::;es designated by the At-

6 torney General and in the presence of an employee of the 

7 Federal Bureau of Iuv~stigation who shall be the custodian 

8 of such evidence and information. X o copy, record, or memo-

9 randum of any matter contained in such evidence and infor-

10 mation shall be made by the candidate or the person desig-

11 nated by the candidate to inspect the evidence and informa-

12 tion, and no part of such evidence or information shall be 

13 rep10ved from the custody of the Federal Bureau of 

14 Investigation. 

15 SEC. 3. (a) TI pon the nomination of a candidate for 

16 the office of Vice President by the President acting under 

17 the t'venty-fifth ,artide ;of amendment to the Constitution 

18 of the r nited States, all evidence and information relat-

19 inO' to such candidaJe obtained from an invesforation au-
t5 ~ 

20 thorized in section 2 shall he fonvarded ito the appropriate 

21 committees of the Congress. r pon the confirmation of such 

22 candidate hy and with the advice and consent of the Senate, 

23 all evidence and information re la ting to other potential Vice-

24 Presidential nominees obtained from an investigation au-
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1 thorized in section 2 shall be destroyed, and no memoran-

2 dum, copy, or other record of such evidence •or information 

3 shall be retained. 

4 (b) Upon the nomination of a candidate for election to 

5 1the office of Vice President by the national nominating con-

6 vention of a political party, all evidence and information 

7 relating to potential Vice-Presideµtial nominees of that party 

8 obtained from an investigation authorized in section 2 shall 

9 be destroyed, and no memorandum, copy, or other record 

10 of such evidence or ~nformabion shall be retained. 

11 SEC. 4. No evidence or informatii<m obtained under or in 

12 connection with an investigation can-ied out under this Act 

13 shall be admissible in any proceeding before any court of the 

14 United States or of any Staite. 

15 SEC. 5. The disclosure, release, or retention of evidence 

16 or information in violation of the provisions of this Act shall 

17 be punishable by a fine not to exceed $50,000, imprison-

18 ment for not to exceed five years, or both. 
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